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Background

The Maine Statewide Wood Energy Assistance Team (ME SWEAT) 
is a program of the Maine Forest Service and a public/private 

partnership that provides professional guidance to support growth 
in commercial and institutional heating with wood. ME SWEAT 
brings together individuals, organizations, businesses, industry 

associations, and government agencies interested in the 
sustainable use of our renewable forests to help bring energy 

independence and economic prosperity to Maine.

This project is coordinated by the Maine Forest Service and funded through a grant from theUSDA Forest Service.The Maine 
Forest Service complies with federal nondiscrimination policy and is an equal opportunity provider

Maine Statewide Wood Energy Assistance Team 
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How Maine Heats

ÅMaine is one of the most dependent states in the U.S. on 

petroleum energy, and #1 state in dependence on #2 oil

ÅOver 85% of heating is supplied by imported fossil heating fuels: 

heating oil, natural gas, propane

ÅaƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ сл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ 

natural gas 

ÅMaine exports over $1 Billion annually to import fossil heating 

fuels

80 cents of every fuel oil dollar spent leaves the region!!!4



Source: Maine Energy Office

Comparing Heating Costs of  Different Fuel Types
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Cord wood ($250/cord)

Wood Pellets ($260/ton)

Wood Chips ($60/ton)

Natural Gas ($1.55/therm)

Heating Oil ($2.73/gallon)

Kerosene ($3.38/gallon)

Propane ($2.82/gallon)

Electricity (baseboard) (15.5 cents/kwh)

Fuel price (dollars per million Btu)
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Wood Fuel Diversity

Wood or Grass Briquettes

Cord woodWood Pellets, Wood Chips
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Benefits of  Heating with Wood

V Save$$$on heating cost

V Keep fuel dollar in local economy

V we export over $1 BILLION annually for fossil heating 

fuels

V Reduce dependence on imported oil/propane

V Reduce greenhouse gas emissions, wood is low carbon fuel in 

comparison to fossil fuels

V Support strong markets for low-grade wood 

ςkeeps forests undeveloped

V Create jobs in Maine

V Reduce certain air pollutants (e.g. SO2, Hg)

V RENEWABLE, SUSTAINABLE
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